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Abstract:

The silver halide color photographic nega-posi system has long pro-
vided the highest quality color pictorial prints possible, conveniently and
inexpensively.

Butfairly recently, othertechnologies in particular, electronic imaging-
have attempted to challenge this position. Initially, this was a shock, but
it was benefitial, for it caused the industry to increase the rate at which
the nega-posi system was being improved.

Today, the components of the nega-posi system — color negative film,
color paper, and color processing — continue to be improved at that high
and constant rate and there is small chance that the system will be
equalled in the foreseeable future.

Still, excellence is never the product of complacency. The nega-posi
system must achieve even higher speed color films, finer quality prints,
greater image stability, faster customer service, and lower costs : in
short, new and higher standards that users will come to appreciate and
demand.

This paper reports on three major areas in which Konica is making pro-
gress toward those standards. In color negative film, Konica has intro-
duced GX3200, the highest speed color negative film in history, and
GX100, the sharpest negative film in the world. In color paper, Konica
continues to improve its Konica Color PC Paper Type SR, the well-known
“Century Print”, which was the first color paper to offer image sta-
bility that outlasts a century. And in washless color processing, Konica
continues to lead in the technology it pioneered, a technology that has
made the recent decentralization of labs possible.
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Fig.1 Image data capacity and number of pixels
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Fig.2 Trend of color negative film speed.
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Fig.3 Characteristic curves.
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Fig.28 Long-term predictions of color print dark keeping.
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