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Development of Sepia 400 Monochrome-Print Film
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Iwasaki, Toshihiko

Sepia400is a new chromogenic development type monochrome negative film, which was newly

designed to provide quicker and easier processing and more skill-less printing, and to meet today’s boom

in Black-and-white photography.

The development of Sepia 400 was guided by three design concepts;
(1) Color processing by existing minilabs printed on current color paper to produce monochrome images,
(2) Easy handling of minilab operators through introduction of print level compatibility with color
negative film, and, (3) Sepia-image print by any minilab at all times.

Sepia 400 was developed by applying Konica's state-of-the-art technologies used for color negative

films, and high performance image quality and stability were realized accordingly.
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Fig.4 Key Technologies of Sepia 400
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4.1 JX-Crystal Technology
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4. 2 Hyper-Combination Coupler Technology
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Fig. 6 Coupling activity of Y,M and C-coupler composing
Hyper-Combination Coupler.
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Fig.8 The spectral densities of Sepia 400 in comparison with
Konica JX400 and Konica PAN400.
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4.3 JX-DIR Coupler Technology
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Fig.8 Enhanced sharpness of Sepia 400 in comparison with
Konica P AN400.

4.4 Print Level Control Layer Technology
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Fig. 9 Sepia 400 and JX 400 characteristic curves.
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