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Kasahara, Tadashi

Optical industry in Japan emerged around the period of World War I, stimulated by the demand for
military use. Before that time Konishiroku (old name of Konica Corporation) had already established
its research and production facilities for photographic products at Shinjuku area in Tokyo, however,
could not supply optical lenses for its own use until 1930, Effort to establish optical design and produc-
tion technology started under the direction of Mr. H. Mori in 1927, and succeeded to sell its first own
high quality lens named "Hexer” in 1931. Optical design in Konishiroku had been finally established
complete tachnological base around 1950 by Mr, Kazamaki, who started his research activity in World
War II period. His design technology, which had put 3rd order aberration theory for full practical use,
was quite prominent not only for reduction of calculation volume but also to generate new idea for high

quality photographic objectives.
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