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Abstract

The demand for the soft copy diagnosis has been increasing
since a revision of the treatment fee in fiscal 2008. In the mam-
mography field, soft copy diagnosis has been attracting atten-
tion, such that an increase in remuneration points for soft copy
diagnosis was demanded at the JIRA academic society.

For an image viewer used for mammography, a technology
called a "hanging protocol”, in which predetermined layouts
are displayed by displaying them successively, is required in or-
der to realize a three-step reading which is a specific reading
method of images for mammography. Though the hanging
protocol itself is a conventional technology, there exist ex-
tremely few viewers which can be used for PCM (Phase Contrast
Mammography) images having a large volume of data.

We developed the “PCM image viewing technology” which
basically improved the image display and management mecha-
nism, and realized “high speed initial display” and “simultane-
ous display of four present and four past images”, in addition to
the hanging protocol.

The above technology is incorporated into the Konica Minolta
image diagnosis workstation “I-PACS EX”, which has been high-
ly praised by mammography specialists.
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