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Design-Centric Development of the Manten Planetarium
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Abstract

A transformation has taken place at Manten in Sunshine
City, the high-tech planetarium in Tokyo created and main-
tained for the public by Konica Minolta. Newly designed and
fully renovated, Manten reopened in December, 2015, to
great popular interest in the media and among SNSs (social
networking services), and with an impressive mission: to
bring to young and old the wonderment of the heavens.

The design-centric development of this transformation was
conducted by Konica Minolta’s Human Experience Design
Center. This approach has indeed created a flow of wonder-
ment as visitors travel a series of stations, each with its own
focus, but at each of which the heavens meet the heart.

Entering Manten, the city is left behind. Visitors pass through
a narrow tunnel and into a very special room where crew
members greet them with a“planetary” welcome. Interactive
entertainments deepen involvement and heighten excite-
ment before the show begins.

Then, entering the planetarium’s dome, the vastness of its
atmosphere brings immediate awe to the visitors. Uniquely
innovative “seating” can be chosen: cloud-shaped sofas and
an artificial lawn where a person can relax and lie back with
their eyes on the heavens. Greatest of all, at the deep core of
the Manten experience, is the total and absolute disappear-
ance of city noise and light: only a jet-black darkness, perfect
silence, and a universe of astonishing visions.

After the show, visitors can linger at the gift shop before
reluctantly returning to the bustle of the city. But the mush-
rooming attendance records at the new Manten say that
they will be sure to return to again feel the heavens meet
their heart.
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Fig. T The Manten design maximizes emotional effect for the visitor by

minimum stimulative input. Conventional entertainment seeks to
maximize emotional effect by force of spectacular stimulative
input such as 3-D and 4-D imaging.
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Fig. 2 The Manten experience.
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Fig. 7 The vastness of the dome.

Fig. 8 Relaxing on cloud-like sofas and a grassy lawn.

Fig. 10 Wondrous images surround the visitor.
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Manten floor plan
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Fig. 11 Manten floor plan.
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